The Grapevine
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit ”

John 15:5a
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Pastor's Column
What came into being through the Word was life, and the life was the light for all people.The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn't extinguish the light. John 1:4-5Common
English Bible
As I write these words, the first full day of Winter is ending. It is Saturday, December 22and
there's a full moon. The nickname of this moon is the Cold Moon. It falls shortlyafter the winter
solstice and the peak of the Ursid Meteor Shower. Although Winter is juststarting, and the days
seem to be too short while the nights are too long, from this point on the days will lengthen.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn't extinguish the light.
January will begin in less than two weeks, and with it a new year. We will all be faced with both
opportunities and challenges in 2019. Each of us will have our own experiences of light and
darkness. We will face choices which will lead to joy and sorrow. Life, itself, will bring us to
decisions
which will impact those around us. Our churches, our communities, our state, and our
20
nation will face options which will affect the lives of countless people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn't extinguish the light. These words from
the gospel of John are resonating with me tonight. I am thinking of the current shutdown of the
U. S. government. I am aware of the imminent passing from one political party to another in the
state of Wisconsin. I am conscious of the need in our communities for such programs as food
pantries and New Life Threads. I am meditating on the state of our churches, including our
spiritual and financial necessities. I am concentrating on the health and well-bring of those
around me. I am focusing on my own physical condition.
In May of 2018 I was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease. So far my most bothersome symptom
is trembling hands and feet. My doctor and I continue to tweak my medication to lessen this. I
am participating in a clinical study with the Michael J. Fox Foundation that includes quarterly
surveys and genetic testing. Being part of the study is exciting. I have had time to adjust to
having Parkinson's Disease, but I am aware that my diagnosis will be unexpected for some of
you. Both our Pastor-Parish Relations Committee and my District Superintendent, Rev. Tsuker
Yang have been aware of my condition for some time and are supporting me. Please be assured
that my intention is to continue being your pastor in 2019 and in the years ahead.
Which brings me back to John 1:5: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness doesn't
extinguish the light. I firmly believe this Bible verse to be true. It is a vital part of my own
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spiritual beliefs, and, I hope, a part of yours. For it means that we are not left alone in our
darkness, but have the light of Jesus Christ with us. That light enables us to continue our
lives here on earth, thriving, not merely surviving, until we are called into the final light of
heaven.
With blessings for the New Year,
Pastor Joan
Pastor Joan’s phone numbers are: office 608-296- 2739; home 608-296- 7023.Pastor Joan is
usually in the office from 9:00am-noon Monday through Thursday. She will make appointments
at other times.

Pastor Joan Frost

Coloma Calvary

Westfield Faith

Treasure
Financial Secretary
Administrative Board
Chairperson
Trustee Co Chairperson
Musician

Michelle Podoll
Carol Johnson

Joni Wilson
Teresa Posthuma

Anita Hoover
Bill Schmudlach
Penny Pine

Donna Schmidt
Fred Posthuma
Karen Robotka

A Reminder
If you or a loved one are ill, in the hospital, or in need of a pastoral visit,
please contactPastor Joan at 715-281-8787 (cell), 608-296-2739 (office) or
608-296-7023 (home).
Prayer Bears
They're cute, they're cuddly, they're brightly colored, and
they're four inches tall. Whatare they? Prayer bears!
Available in the office at Faith UMC and by the pulpit at
Calvary UMC, the bears are the latest in the Breakthrough
Prayer Initiative. Intended for outreach, the bears are to
be given to people for whom you are praying. Please let
them know that the bears come from your church – and
that they will be included in our individual and
community prayers. This is an opportunity to share the
love and compassion of Jesus Christ with the people with
whom we come in contact – whether they are friends,
family, or acquaintances.
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Facing Our Future: Bishop Jung’s New Year’s Message

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28
Have you ever wondered what the week after Jesus’ birth was like for Mary and Joseph and the new born babe?
The shepherds were gone, Bethlehem had most likely cleared out of the visiting masses, and the wise men had
not yet arrived. There was not yet a rumor of danger to the infant and no immediate reason to move. According to
Luke’s gospel account of the birth, Mary treasured all the many wonders that occurred, keeping them safely in her
heart. Was it dawning on Mary and Joseph the incredible responsibility they now assumed? Think. Would you like
to be given the responsibility for the care, safety, education and direction of the one true Son of God?
Modern day Christian believers sometimes miss the fact that Jesus was a product of his society, his culture, and
his upbringing. The young man Jesus became owed much to his heritage and upbringing (yes, of course, his
nature had much to do with it as well). Few of Jesus’ teachings were new to Jesus. It was his method of teaching,
his audience, and his radical inclusiveness that made his messages so powerful and unforgettable. But, Jesus
was a very Jewish teacher who had obviously been brought up right.
Joseph passes quickly from the story, while Mary makes infrequent appearances. We have virtually no sense of
the home life of the parents of the Messiah, but it is not a far stretch to believe that normal parental anxieties,
worries, concerns, and considerations were all greatly amplified. What ran through Mary and Joseph’s mind when
they needed to discipline Jesus? If Jesus was fully human and fully divine, then he was fully a normal boy growing
up with all the challenges that brings.
It is a shame we don’t have the stories of Jesus growing up (apart from the one incident in the temple when Jesus
was twelve years old). It could be a great comfort to have insight into all the things that contributed to Jesus
becoming the man he did. Even the nature of God, if ignored or abused, could have been channeled in a variety
of different ways. It would be nice to better understand the influence Mary and Joseph had on Jesus.
In big and small ways, we all influence and affect others. Every choice we make in our relationships has immense
potential power – for good or for ill. We speak often of the impact faith in Jesus Christ makes on our lives, but
even the best of us fall short of living up to the standards we set for our discipleship. We need help. We need
God. We need each other.
“Am I my brother’s (sister’s) keeper?” is the rhetorical question asked in scripture (the answer is “yes,” if you are
wondering) that applies to each and every one of us. But what if we extended this thought to “and who is my
child?” and looked at every other person on earth as someone we have a responsibility to and for? What if we
defined our God-given vocation as receiving each new person as a beloved child, born of God, and entrusted to
our care. Wouldn’t this impact the ways we talk to and treat each other? If I look at those I meet as my charge, my
responsibility, my offspring, and my family, I will engage with them in very different ways.
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At the new year, it is quite normal to look ahead, to think about the days to come, and to long for a better
tomorrow. Wanting a nicer, safer, kinder future is a noble wish, but God expects so much more from us. It is not
enough to want, to wish, or even to pray. We must act, and we must act together. We must treat one another as
we would treat the blessed Christ child. And to the extent we are successful, God’s will is done, and the wondrous
work of transforming the world occurs. How glorious it is when we face our future together! May you experience
rich blessings in the New Year!
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Support of One Church Plan Expressed

The February 23-26 Special General Conference in St. Louis will soon be convening. As the days for that global
gathering draw near, there is an awareness that legislation adopted by delegates may change how we relate to
each other as United Methodists back in Wisconsin. Here is an update from your delegation about interest in the
proposals being considered.
Many present at the GC Delegation-lead listening sessions in the fall of 2018 expressed a consistent theme:
please don’t split up the UMC and leave us without the church we love. Informal polling of the 900 attending the
nine district gatherings and separate sessions held with several Wisconsin Conference groups indicated between
75-80% favored the One Church Plan over the other two proposals developed through the Way Forward process.
Participants stated several times at Wisconsin listening sessions that the One Church Plan would provide the
most flexibility for our local congregations.
Another 15-20% of attendees expressed support for the Traditionalist plan as the only way to be united through
uniformity of beliefs going forward. Under that proposal, clergy, bishops, annual conferences and congregations
who could not abide with prohibitive homosexuality language in The Book of Discipline would be invited to leave
The United Methodist Church.
There were a small number across the various sessions who saw the Connectional Conferences Plan as the most
attractive for our future as United Methodists. That plan would replace the current regional-based jurisdictional
and central conferences system with three sub-denominational non-geographical structures which annual
conferences and local congregations would affiliate with: Progressive, Traditionalist or Unity (a blend of
progressive, moderate and traditionalist congregations). Its implementation would require significant changes to
the Constitution of The United Methodist Church.

Page 4

2019

“The Grapevine”

Some attendees also expressed interest in petitions known as the Simple Plan. That proposal was not covered in
the listening sessions as it was submitted outside of the Way Forward process. The legislation would eliminate
from The Book of Discipline all existing prohibitive homosexuality language.
The Council of Bishops recommended by a super majority vote the One Church Plan. Bishops who were part of
developing the plan have summarized the three main outcomes of adopting the plan as:
1. Pastors are not forced to but able to marry same-sex couples.
2. Conferences are not forced to but able to ordain gay people.
3. Congregations are not forced to but able to host same-sex weddings on church property.
Your clergy and lay delegates to the Special General Conference are appreciative of all who have engaged in
conversation with the Delegation about these important proposals. We will carry with us to St. Louis the desire of
many to remain unified, while removing discriminatory language from The Book of Discipline. We are quite
conscious that there will be modifications made during the General Conference resulting in changes in the
language of whichever of the existing proposals is adopted. Your delegates will remain open to the movement of
the Holy Spirit during the legislative process, with the prayerful hope that final decisions reached will be in the
best interests of the Body of Christ. A church welcoming diversity remains a more appealing future direction than
identifying ways to intentionally exclude.
© 2018 Wisconsin Conference UMC
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A Friendly Remider:
Our food pantry basket is in need of your help.
Please contribute non-perisable food items.
Families are especially in need during the cold
winter months. Help out if you are able.
PLEASE
Items needed for food pantry
cereal(hot or cold)
Macaroni & Cheese
Noodles(Any kind)
Rice
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Vegetables(any Kind)
Canned Fruit(Any Kind)
Soup
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Canned Meat(such as Spam)
Canned Tuna
Diapers
Toilet Paper
Shampoo
Dish Soap
Hand Soap
Laundry Soap
Tooth paste and Toothbrushes
Deodorant
Other personal items
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REMINDER:
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Newsletter articles are
due the 20th of each
month.
Thank You
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Our eyes on Calvary…

Our steps by Faith…

Those serving in the month of

JANUARY 2019

Ushers/Cleaners
Liturgists

Ushers

6th

John & Joni Wilson

13th Brooks & Molly Buchholz
20th

Luke & Katie Showen

27th

Sam & Kayla Rugg

Liturgists

6th
Please hold the following persons and
ministries in thought and prayer.

Katie Showen

13th Joni Wilson
20th Donna Schmidt
27th Karen Alexander

Wally King, Malcom Chiles, Mary Jane
Schmudlah, Gert Davey, Robert Rosanske,
Barb Ely, Peggy Quinn, Donna Sims,
Douglas & Yvonne Lundquist. Victims of
natural
disasters,
those
who
are
unemployed, those who are separated from
loved ones, particularly deployed military
persons, people who need the Lord’s
presence.

Please contact Terry Johnson in the office
if you wish to be on the prayer list or if
you know someone who has a request.
608-296-2739
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CC – Coloma Calvary; WF – Westfield Faith; POP – Prince of Peace, Coloma
Anonymous; Pastor Joan Frost Office Phone: 608-296-2739

NA – Narcotics

Friday is Pastor’s Day off

JANUARY 2019
Wednesday, JANUARY 16
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm Choir practice WF

Wednesday, JANUARY 3
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm Choir practice WF

Thursday, JANUARY 17
6:30pm-WF Ad Council

Sunday, JANUARY 6
9:00am-CC W orship
10:00am-CC Sunday School
9:15am-WS Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Sunday, JANUARY 20
9:00am-CC Worship
10:00am-CC Sunday School
9:15am-WS Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Monday, JANUARY 7
1:00pm-UMCircuit meeting WF

Wednesday, JANUARY 23
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm Choir practice WF

Tuesday, JANUARY 8
8:30am-CC Pastor Breakfast
Wednesday, JANUARY 9
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm Choir practice WF

Sunday, JANUARY 27
9:00am-CC Worship
10:00am-CC Sunday School
9:15am-WS Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Sunday, JANUARY 13
9:00am-CC Worship
10:00am-CC Sunday School
9:15am-WS Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Wednesday, JANUARY 30
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm Choir practice WF

Monday, JANUARY 14
6:30pm-CC PPRC
WEB SITE:

Tuesday, JANUARY 15
6:00pm-CC Trustees
6:30pm-CC Ad Council

www.westfieldfaithumc.com
Check it out

Wednesday, JANUARY 16
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm Choir practice WF
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