The Grapevine
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit ”

John 15:5a
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Recently I had coffee with a clergy friend of mine. As we were catching
up with each other, she told me about a book one of her
granddaughters was reading. The book, Number the Stars, by Lois
Lowry, tells the story of two girls who lived in Denmark in 1943. The
Jews of Denmark were being “relocated” by the Nazis who occupied
the country. Ellen Rosen and her family, who were Jews, were in
danger. Annemarie Johanson and her family helped them escape to
Sweden, where they could live in safety until WWII ended.
Although the book is fiction, the situations faced by Annemarie and
Ellen were based on fact. The Danish Resistance did save the lives of a
number of Danish Jews by ensuring they escaped to Sweden. Families
did help their neighbors to survive the Holocaust and the persecution
by the Nazis. Women and men, and sometimes girls and boys, did take
heroic action that cost some of them their freedom and others their
lives.
Lest we think such situations only exist in the past, I want us to
remember the events which occurred at the end of April at Syracuse
University. A college fraternity, Theta Tau, was permanently expelled
after members made a video containing a racist and anti-Semitic skit.
The Syracuse University Chancellor, Kent Syverud, noted the school had
suspended the fraternity soon after being made aware of the footage,
which he called, “racist, anti-Semitic, homophobic, ableist, and sexist.”
In the afterward to Number the Stars, Lois Lowry quotes a young
member of the Danish Resistance who wrote to his mother, the night
before he was put to death ...and I want you all to remember – that you
must not dream yourselves back to the times before the war, but the
dream for you all, young and old, must be to create an ideal of human
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decency, and not a narrow-minded and prejudiced one. That is the great gift our
country hungers for, something every little peasant boy can look forward to, and with
pleasure feel he is a part of – something he can work and fight for.
Lowry goes on to write, “Surely that gift – the gift of a world of human decency – is
the one that all countries hunger for still.”
I would add that it is also a gift which every Christian hungers for.
In Christ's peace,
Pastor Joan

Pastor Joan’s phone numbers are: office 608-2962739; home 608-296- 7023.Pastor Joan is usually in
the office from 9:00am-noon Monday through
Thursday. She will make appointments at other
times.

Farewell Parties for District Superintendent, Rev. Forrest Wells
There are two opportunities to officially wish farewell to our District Superintendent,
Rev. Forrest Wells before he moves to Milwaukee and assumes his duties as D. S. in
the South East District of the Wisconsin Annual Conference. The first is Saturday,
May 12th from 10-noon in Merrill, WI. The second is Sunday, June 24th from 3-5pm in
Tomah.
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FINANCE FLASH
Loan Rates
1 Year*

4.125% (fixed for 1 year)

3 Year*

4.375% (fixed for 3 years)

5 Year*

4.75% (fixed for 5 years)

10 Year*

5.125% (fixed for 10 years)

*Min interest rate during variable rate period is the
1-Year Fixed Rate then in effect.**Interest rate is
locked at time of application

2018 Investment Returns (through
3/31/18)
2018 net return +.010%
75% Equity/25% Fixed-Income
2018 net return -0.11%
60% Equity/40% Fixed-Income
2018 net return -0.26%
50% Equity/50% Fixed-Income
2018 net return +1.91%
100% Fixed-Income
2018 net return +2.14%
100% Loan Pool
Upcoming Event
2018 Stewardship retreat!
August 10 & 1, 2018 @ Pine Lake
Camp
2018 Fall Festival of Stewardship!
October 27, 2018 @ Menomonie
UMC
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Faith Furnace Replacement
By Fred Posthuma - Trustee Chair - Faith

If you have been at Faith church lately many of you have heard the “howling.” One
might think that the spirits of the church are making noises and trying to
communicate….but upon further investigation we have found that our heating system
(hot water boiler) is creating the painful sounds of age and dis-functionality.
This boiler creates hot water heat for the main church and the old basement directly
under the church. For many of us it has been the roll of the dice as to whether or not
we would have heat in the church for Sunday morning services or for that matter any
day of the week! In fact our not too long ago water damage incident was caused by
our boiler not running and thus freezing the pipes in the front entrance. What a
damaging mess it created in the lower level ruining ceilings and walls as well as the
floors. Many hours of clean-up and repair by professionals as well as our congregation
were put in to restore our Sunday school rooms and New Life Threads rooms in the
church basement.
The present furnace is over 20 years old and has been acting badly for some time
now. We keep putting money into an aging boiler that just needs to be retired. It has
come to the point in our church life that we must seriously look at going to a more
energy efficient and reliable system. As we know from our own houses the costs
associated with furnace replacement is not cheap. Our Faith Church family has always
been generous in giving time, talent and funds when special projects arise that go far
beyond our modest budget. Our estimated cost to replace the boiler is $17,000.00.
We also are in need of blacktop patching, front doors replacement (rusting out),
storage shed repair, and the list goes on. I am asking you to be generous and make a
donation to help pay for the new furnace! Many family’s or individuals don’t have the
means to give allot… I understand that. Give what you can to help your Faith Church
Furnace project out! Thank you in advance for your generous gift.
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Sunday School Notice
The Sunday School class of Faith UMC will not be meeting on May 13 th. We will resume on May
20th, 9:15. We hope to see you then! Thank You and Happy Mother’s Day!
Miss Patty and Miss Jill
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Our eyes on Calvary…

Our steps by Faith…

Those serving in the month of

MAY 2018

Ushers/Cleaners

Ushers

Liturgists

6 th Sam & Kayla Rugg
13 th Brooks & Molly Buchholz
20 th Paul &Leslie Schmidt
27 th Fred & Teresa Posthuma

Liturgists
6 th Jill Hockerman
13 th Yvonne Lundquist

Please hold the following persons and
ministries in thought and prayer.

20 th Katie Showen
27 th Joni Wilson

Wally King, Taylor Bustos, Robert Rosanske,
Barb Ely, LeeAnn & David Casper, Kathy Gray,
Peggy Quinn, Pastor Joe & Pat Adkins. Victims
of natural disasters, those who are unemployed,
those who are separated from loved ones,
particularly deployed military persons, people
who need the Lord’s presence.

Please contact Terry Johnson in the office
if you wish to be on the prayer list or if
you know someone who has a request.
608-296-2739

6th

Ed Thalacker

13th

Yvonne Lundquist
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CC – Coloma Calvary; WF – Westfield Faith; POP – Prince of Peace, Coloma
Anonymous; Pastor Joan Frost Office Phone: 608-296-2739

NA – Narcotics

May 2018
Friday is Pastor’s Day off
Tusday, May 1
6:00 New Life Threads

Saturday, May 19
9:00 am – 12:00pm New Life Threads

Wednesday, MAY 2
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice

Sunday, May 20
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Thursday, May 3
6:00 New Life Threads

Wednesday, May 23
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice

Sunday, May 6
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Thursday, May 24
6:30 WF Ad Council

Wednesday. May 9
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice

Sunday, May 27
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

Sunday, May 13
9:00am-CC Worship
WF No Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worshi

Wednesday, May 30
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice

Wednesday, May 16
9:00am Clery Group
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice

WEB SITE:
www.westfieldfaithumc.com
Check it out

Thursday, May 17
5:30pm VIM supper
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice
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One day a Catholic a Baptist and a Methodist decided to go fishing.
They got in their boat and pushed their way over to the middle of the lake.
The Catholic Said, ''I forgot my hat" so he got up, got out of the boat and
walked
across
the
water.
He came back and the Baptist said, " I forgot the fishing bait" so he got up,
got
out
of
the
boat
and
walked
across
the
water.
He came back and the Methodist said, " I forgot the beer" so he got up, got
out of the boat. He was standing in the water, then he sank.
About that time the Baptist said, "Do you think it's time to tell him were the
stepping stones are?
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