The Grapevine
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit”

John 15:5a
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Valentine's Day is coming up on Wednesday, February 14th. Did you know
that the day is named for one of the Christian saints, St. Valentine of Terni?
Valentine (or Valentinius) lived about 300AD in Italy. He became well known
for holding marriage ceremonies for Christian couples, especially for Roman
soldiers. This was during the time when it was still illegal to be a Christian.
He was killed for his Christian faith.
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Legend has it that St. Valentine cut hearts out of parchment and gave them to
the soldiers he had married. Legend also has it that St. Valentine healed his
jailer's daughter of blindness. Before Valentine died on February 14 th, he is
said to have sent a card to the daughter signed, “Your Valentine.”
How did this Saint's day morph into a celebration of all things romantic? The
holiday of Valentine's Day developed its modern form during the time of
Geoffrey Chaucer in 14thcentury England, where courtly love was
prominent. A practice of the day was to send cards, candy, and other gifts to
the object of one's affection. (Sound familiar?)
This year the season of Lent will begin on Valentine's Day with Ash
Wednesday being held on February 14th. During the 40 day season of Lent
we will prepare our hearts and minds for Easter (which is April 1st). We will
have a special weekly Bible study and mid-week worship services, as we
remember the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
I think this timing is especially fitting, as the season of Lent reminds us of the
great love which God has for all people. God's love was exhibited by sending
his Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to live our life and to die our death. The
surprise came when death was not the end, and Jesus rose to eternal life. This
is what we celebrate at Easter. A part of our Christian faith is the belief that
we also will be raised to eternal life after our deaths. So, God's love became
the greatest Valentine's gift of all.
In Christ's peace,
Pastor Joan
Pastor Joan’s phone numbers are: office 608-2962739; home 608-296- 7023.Pastor Joan is usually in
the office from 9:00am-noon Monday through
Thursday. She will make appointments at other
times.
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Diversity is a Blessing

We are richly blessed in Wisconsin with the gift of diversity. We celebrate the diversity of faiths,
cultures, races, lifestyles, and a rich tapestry of geographic diversity. Across our Conference, we
find urban centers and rural towns offering God’s presence to people whose lives are enriched and
challenged by the dynamics of the society.
We gathered in Milwaukee on January 14th for the 6th annual celebration of the life of Martin
Luther King, Jr. During this service, we examined today’s world, and witnessed our stand for
justice, mercy and truth. This year we were blessed with Bishop Melvin Talbert’s prophetic witness.
I was deeply inspired and moved by the stories he shared. In 1967, Bishop Talbert spent three
days and nights in the same jail cell with Dr. King; and with nonviolent witness, he was impacted by
Kings’ legacy until today. Now is the time to embrace the legacy of Dr. King.
At this point in time, there may be no more important task, no more critical need, than to address
racism and violent discrimination in all its forms. Without denying all the progress that has been
made in race relations in our recent history, it is imperative that we honestly and accurately identify
the forms of bias, bigotry and prejudice that lead to hostility, violence, and institutionalized injustice.
Our culture and world needs to understand “Black Lives Matter;” and our actions speak much more
loudly than our words. We must make our neighborhoods, communities, and cities safe for black
men and women, young and old. We must meet this challenge on many fronts. In our churches, we
must pray; and we must educate; and we must get involved. I want to challenge all of the
predominantly white churches in our Wisconsin Conference to study together such books as
Blindspot, Another Day in the Death of America, Fear of the Other, or Stamped from the Beginning
– or any of dozens of the studies of racism and the current trends of unjust violence against
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minorities, especially blacks, in our country and world.
I will continue to call us to pray for an end to racial discrimination and violence. I also challenge all
of our clergy and laity leaders to build relationships with social and community agencies and
causes fighting against racism and racial division. We need more opportunities to meet together, to
talk together, and to work together to make a difference.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Church Responds to President Trump’s Remarks on Immigrants

Following the reported remarks made by President Trump on immigrants from African countries and from Haiti, multiple
branches of the United Methodist Church have responded. The Council of Bishops issued a statement saying, “We call
upon all Christians, especially United Methodists, to condemn this characterization and further call for President Trump to
apologize."
"As United Methodists, we cherish our brothers and sisters from all parts of the world and we believe that God loves all
creation regardless of where they live or where they come from. As leaders of our global United Methodist Church, we are
sickened by such uncouth language from the leader of a nation that was founded by immigrants and serves as a beacon
to the world’s “huddled masses longing to be free.” Thousands of our clergy, laity and other highly skilled, productive
citizens are from places President Trump has defamed with his comments. The fact that he also insists the United States
should consider more immigrants from Europe and Asia demonstrates the racist character of his comments. This is a
direct contradiction of God’s love for all people. Further, these comments on the eve of celebrating Martin Luther King
Day belies Dr. Kings’ witness, and the United States on-going battle against racism.” Read full Council of Bishops
statement.

(Cont)
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The General Commission on Religion and Race also issued a statement condemning the remarks of President Trump. In
their statement, they offered resources to support leaders who are seeking to engage their congregations in dialogue, “The
hurt and outrage being felt all over the world is justified. It is encouraging to witness the counter-revolution of love and justice
that is growing as a result. But the work on anti-racism and overturning oppression of all kinds is slow and long. Much longer
than the emotions of hurt and anger can sustain. For those who are seeking a resource to assist your congregations in
growing in faith and witness at a time when hate and division is so prevalent, we lift up From Talk About White Privilege to
Action: Next Steps on the Anti-Racism Journey for your consideration. This resource can assist your Sunday school or
small group to move from talking about race and racism to living into the work of anti-racism and racial justice. We also
encourage you to use Human Relations Day Sunday as an opportunity for dialogue and action.” Read the full GCORR
statement.
The National Council of Churches, of which the UMC is a member, issued a statement saying, “As Dr. King said, “A time
comes when silence is betrayal.” We cannot remain silent at a time like this in the life of our nation. We therefore demand
that President Trump renounce his reprehensible views and apologize to the people he has demeaned through this likewise
reprehensible language. We further demand that the President seek to restore the dignity of the Oval Office by living out
through concrete actions our country’s universal invitation to “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning
to be free.” In this spirit, we not only stand in solidarity with the noble people of Haiti, El Salvador, and Africa, we welcome
those who immigrate to the United States from all countries of the world. We urge assistance to refugees. We support
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). And we insist that Congress take action to protect these sisters and
brothers. As followers of Jesus the Christ, himself a resident of and refugee from a poor and marginalized country, we ask
everyone to join us, to act now, to unite, and to end racism.” Read full National Council of Churches statement.

Special Guest at Worship
Our District Superintendent, the Rev. Forrest
Wells, will be a special guest at the CUMC
and FUMC worship services on Sunday,
February 4. This is an excellent time to meet
Pastor Forrest, who is Pastor Joan's immediate
supervisor. Pastor Forrest is a member of
the Wisconsin Annual Conference Cabinet.
This group decides which pastor will be
appointed to which churches. Please plan to
attend worship and welcome Pastor Forrest.
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Breakfast with the Pastor

Church Finance Training

On Tuesday, February 6th Pastor Joan will be in
Coloma at the Red Hill/Royal Cafe to share
breakfast with whoever wants to join her. If you
like to eat breakfast out, this is the place to be!

Greetings! The Wisconsin Conference is pleased to offer
training to members of our united Methodist Churches
who are involved in the decision making and handling of
your local church finances, as well as to those who help to
complete the yearly statistical reporting.
The task of providing leadership for your financial ministry
is a great honor and an awesome responsibility. As a leader
and steward, we want to provide you with a basic
understanding of your role, the best practices, and respond
to any questions or concerns you may have about your
ministry. We hope that this training will provide you with
the tools you need to have an accountable and fruitful
finance ministry.
Tamara Wims,

Mardi Gras Party
Pastor Joan is hosting her second annual Mardi Gras
Party on Sunday, February 11 from 2:00-4:00pm. All
ages are invited to attend. Children will decorate a
crown which they can wear at the party and then take
home.
If possible, please bring a small amount of a
umc
favorite sweet or other party food to share with those
who attend. This is an opportunity
for the members and friends of Calvary UMC and
Faith UMC to have fun together.

Conference Treasurer
Please note: this training will be on Saturday, March 3 from
9:30-11:30 am at the Tomah UMC, 1105 Butts Ave., Tomah,
WI. Please plan to attend if you are a member of the
Finance Committee for Calvary UMC or Faith UMC. A
carpool will be arranged.
Pastor Joan

Web Address

www.westfieldfaithumc.com
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Ash Wednesday and Lenten Worship Services

Lenten Bible Study

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 14th, with
an Ash Wednesday worship service. The worship
will be held at 7:00pm at Faith UMC. Pastor Janet
Ruark, members and friends of the Westfield
Presbyterian Church will also participate. This
will be an excellent way to prepare our hearts
and minds for our journey through Lent to
Easter.

A special Bible study for the
season of Lent will begin on
Wednesday, February 21 and

Mid-week Lenten worship services will begin at
7:00pm on Wednesday, February 21. These
times of worship will be held at Faith UMC.
Pastor Joan and other pastors from the
Presbyterian and Lutheran churches will lead the
services.
A Maundy Thursday worship service will be held
on Thursday, March 29 at 7:00pm at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

meet
weekly
through
Wednesday, March 21. The
classes will be held at 3:00pm
at the
Community Center in Coloma
and at 5:00pm at Faith UMC.
Our study will focus on the
good news of John. We will use
Adam Hamilton's study, John:
The Gospel of Light and
Life. Books will cost $13.00 and
may be ordered by contacting
Pastor Joan.

2018 Day with Our Bishop
Please save the date of Friday, February 23 to meet with our Bishop Hee-Soo Jung for a time of
conversation, learning, and sharing. Registration for the laity session begins at 6:00pm and the event is
from 6:30-8:30pm. (Childcare will be provided).
Our session for the North Central District will be in Stevens Point at The Springs UMC. (600 Wilshire
Blvd., Stevens Point, WI). Preregistration online is recommended, with the registration deadline being
February 14. You can register by contacting Sue K. Olson, District Office Manager, at
solson@wisconsinumc.org.
Pastor Joan will attend the clergy session from 9:30am-3:30pm on that same day and location.
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Faith will have a short Ad
Council meeting after services
on February 11th.
Prayers of Protection
The Wisconsin Annual Conference Prayers of Protection for the Work of the Commission on a Way Forward:
February 18-24, 2018. Differences in understanding of how God is calling United Methodists to faithfully
live together culminated at General Conference 2016 with the authorization of a Commission on a Way
Forward. That commission continues to work preparing its recommendations to the Council of Bishops. The
final proposals to the Special General Conference in February, 2019 will result in new directions for the
church.
You are invited to participate in this supportive prayer movement, a response to the Bishops initiative
called Praying Our Way Forward. We are called to pray for God's leadership to guide us effectively in
fulfilling the mission of the church. Laity and clergy across the denomination are invited to pray for God's
guidance. If there is ever a place where we can be one, it's in the space where we meet God.
General Conference delegates and reserves from Wisconsin offer prayers for your use. The prayer sheets
will be available to be picked up at Faith UMC and Calvary UMC. If you have any questions, please contact
Pastor Joan.
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Our eyes on Calvary…

Our steps by Faith…

Those serving in the month of

FEBRUARY 2018

Ushers/Cleaners

Ushers

Liturgists

4th Don & Elaine Mevis
11th Brooks & Molly Buchholz
18th Paul & Leslie Schmidt
25th Fred & Teresa Posthuma
Liturgists

4th Katie Showen
11th Joni Wilson

Please hold the following persons and
ministries in thought and prayer.

18th Donna Schmidt
25th Karen Alexander

The family of Jeanine Anagnostopoulos, Wally
King, Taylor Bustos, Robert Rosanske, Barb Ely,
LeeAnn & David Casper, Pastor Joe & Pat
Adkins, Kathy Gray, Peggy Quinn Victims of
natural disasters, those who are unemployed,
those who are separated from loved ones,
particularly deployed military persons, people

Please contact Terry Johnson in the office
if you wish to be on the prayer list or if
you know someone who has a request.
608-296-2739
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CC – Coloma Calvary; WF – Westfield Faith; POP – Prince of Peace, Coloma
Anonymous; Pastor Joan Frost Office Phone: 608-296-2739

NA – Narcotics

February 2018
Events in the Life of the Church
Friday is Pastor’s day off.
Sunday, February 4
Guest District Superintendant
Rev. Forest Wells
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship
Tuesday, February 6
Breakfast with Pastor in Coloma
At Red Hill/Royal Café
Wednesday. February 7
4:30-6:30pm-WF Chili Supper
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice
Sunday, February 11
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship
WF-Ad Council after service
2:00-4:00pm Mardi Gras Party
Pastor Joan Hosting
Wednesday, February 14
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice
7:00pm-WF Ash Wednesday service

Wednesday, February 21
3:00pm-CC Bible Study
5:00pm-WF Bible Study
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice
7:00pm-WF Ash worship
Friday, February 23
9:30am-3:30pm Pastor at Clergy session
With Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
6:30-8:30pm Meet Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
Sunday, February 25
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship
Monday, February 26
6:30 pm-WF Ad Council
Wednesday, February 28
3:00pm-CC Bible Study
5:00pm-WF Bible Study
6:00pm-WF Choir Practice
7:00pm-WF Lenten worship

Web Address

Sunday, February 18
9:00am-CC Worship
9:15am-WF Sunday School
10:00am-CC Sunday School
10:30am-WF Worship

www.westfieldfaithumc.com
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