The Grapevine
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit ”

John 15:5a
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Those are the two sentences that my friend who is a therapist encouraged me
to use when I was having a rough time several years ago. Since then I have
filled several journals with these two sentences. As I continue to write these
sentences daily, I feel more and more grounded and secure, knowing that I
am surrounded by the love of God
.As I asked in my sermon on September 27th, what does it mean for me to be
surrounded by the love of God? Does it mean that life always goes my way?
Does it mean that I am the luckiest person on earth? Does it mean that I never
feel sad, angry, or scared? No, in fact the opposite happens. It is when I feel
overwhelmed that I feel surrounded by the love of God. It is when I have no
answers that I feel surrounded by the love of God. It is when I feel that I can't
go on that I feel surrounded by the love of God.
I am telling you about this particular spiritual practice of mine because I have
seen the value of it in my own life and want to share it with you. I think there
are times in our live when we need to be especially aware of being
surrounded by the love of God. I think our awareness of being surrounded by
the love of God is what keeps us going in bad times, as well as good times.
Writing these two sentences has caused me to really be aware of God's
presence in my life. Even when I can't focus on anything and all I can think
of to write about is the weather or my cats or a bowl of cereal, I write it down
and become aware of being surrounded by the love of God. Why not give it a
try?
“I know I am surrounded by the love of God when....” and “A sign today that
I am surrounded by the love of God is/was....”
Our help is in the name of the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. Psalm
124:8In Christ's peace,
Pastor Joan
Pastor Joan’s phone numbers are: office 608-2962739; home 608-296- 7023.Pastor Joan is usually in
the office from 9:00am-noon Monday through
Thursday. She will make appointments at other
times.
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Ouch!
Please keep Pastor Joan in your prayers, as
she will have arthroscopic surgery on her
left knee Tuesday, September 5th. While
she is recovering, several clergy from the
Westfield Area Ecumenical Clergy Group
will be on call.
Ice Cream, You Scream, We All Scream for Ice
Cream
Let's all go to Pioneer Park in Westfield on
Saturday, September 2nd. It's time for the
Annual Westfield Firemen's Bar-b-q! Faith
United Methodist Church will host a stand
offering ice cream cones and sundaes on that
day. Ice cream – a tasty treat for all ages.

Pastor Joan will be offering a class on
Wednesdays, September 20-October 25 based on
Adam Hamilton's book Making Sense of the Bible:
Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today.
Classes will be at 3:00pm in Coloma and 5:00pm
in Westfield. Please let her know by September 3
if you are interested in class, so she can order
books. The books will cost $10.00, cash or check
made out to Pastor Joan Frost. Classes will be on
the following topics:
• Making Sense of the Old Testament
• Making Sense of the New Testament
• Questions about the Nature of Scripture
• The Bible and Science
• Violence, Suffering, and Other Troubling Issues
• Wrestling with Issues of Sexuality and
Relationships
If you can't come to classes but want to read the
book, please contact Pastor Joan by September 3
and she will order a book for you.
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Write Down Your Joys and Concerns

Backpack Blessing
`

On Sunday September 17 Pastor Joan will bless the
backpacks for all students in any type of educational
endeavor. Please bring your backpack to worship at
Calvary UMC or Faith UMC that Sunday and Pastor
Joan will say a prayer of blessing for students and
their backpacks.

On Sunday, September 17th, the worshipers at
Calvary UMC and Faith UMC will begin a new style
of lifting up our prayers of joy and concern. Prayers
will be written and given to Pastor Joan, so she can
share the prayers with everyone who is in worship.
Special cards, which can be used before worship
begins to write down prayer requests, will be in the
pews. Prayer cards can then be placed in a basket
near the pulpit for Pastor Joan's use. his will also
enable prayer requests to be directed solely to
Pastor Joan.

The United Methodist Youth Fellowship and YOU
Pick Your Favorite Hymn
Do you have a favorite hymn? Do you want to sing
that hymn during worship at Calvary UMC or Faith
UMC? If so, please write down the name of the
hymn and give it to Pastor Joan. She will include
favorite hymns in Sunday worship as often as
possible. Please select hymns which are in The
United Methodist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, or
Worship and Song as those are the hymnals used
during Sunday worship services.

The three youth from Calvary UMC who attended
the Summer confirmation classes and Pastor Joan
are forming a United Methodist Youth Fellowship
group for fun, outreach, and learning. The group is
open to any youth in the 6th-12th grade who
wants to participate. The group will be open to
youth from both Calvary UMC and Faith UMC.
Please let Pastor Joan know if you want to take
part in this group. We will meet at least once a
month on a Saturday. The first event will be on
Saturday, September 30th. More details will be
available soon.
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Wisconsin Annual Conference School for Ministry
Pastor Joan will join Bishop Hee Soo Jung and other
United Methodist clergy for two days of learning
and fellowship on September 13 and 14 at the
Green Lake Conference Center.
The featured speaker is Margaret J. Marcuson, a
leader of leaders, ordained minister and teacher
and student of human systems. She speaks and
writes on leadership and works with faith leaders
nationally as a consultant/coach. Pastors from the
Westfield Area
Ecumenical Clergy group will be on call for Pastor
Joan.

Looking Ahead to October
On Sunday, October 29th Pastor Joan will lead the
congregations of Calvary and Faith UMC's in a
hymn-sing during worship. This will be an
opportunity for people to pick and sing their
favorite hymns from The United Methodist Hymnal,
The Faith We Sing or Worship and Song.

Ringers and Singers at Faith
Sunday, September 10th, practice for the Frugal
Bell Choir will resume at 10:00 in the music room.
Please consider joining this group. The only
requirements are to remember what number you
have and to follow the director. We have a really
good time learning new music and “performing”
when ready. So…come early, grab your coffee and
cookie, and pick up your bell. Young and not so
young are encouraged to give this group a try. The
more the merrier.
The “Faith Singers” are looking to have more voices
join this dedicated few. If Wednesdays at 6:00 PM
is not good for you, we have alternatives. There is
Tuesday or Thursday at 6:00 PM. If you are
interested in singing please let Karen Robotka know
about your interest. In the meantime, practice will
resume Wednesday, September 13th at 6:00 PM.

On the afternoon of October 29th there will be a
special ecumenical worship service held at Hope
Lutheran Church in Wautoma at 3:00pm. The
service will Commemorate the 500th Anniversary of
the Reformation. A potluck will be held after the
worship service concludes. More information will
be shared as it is known.
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VBS 2017

Once again, Joint Vacation Bible School (Faith UMC and Westfield First Presbyterian) was held at Pine Lake
United Methodist Camp on Saturday August 5th. The weather was perfect and all participants had a great time.
The theme this year was “Egypt: Joseph from Prison to Palace”. Allen Ely was Joseph and Pastor Joan Frost was
his guard. Pastor Janet Ruark led the participants in lively songs and worship.
A very special thank you goes to Jill Hockerman, costume and set designer. She gathered materials for the
market place, 5 craft booths, and provided the expertise to booth leaders. Dennis and Kim Daye provided our
“cookout” lunch and 14 other people from both churches provided leadership throughout the day. The day
ended with swimming in beautiful Pine Lake.
Thank you Nick Coenen, Pine Lake Camp Manager, for hosting us and seeing to all our needs. Your hospitality
was outstanding.`
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Coloma Calvary and Prince of Peace Lutheran vacation bible school

We talked about the tree house that was being built at Pine Lake Camp and Don Mevis was kind enough to
give us a picture to show how nice they are.
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Hi Boys and Girls!
It is time to get ready for our Fall
New Life Threads clothing event on
Saturday October 14 from 9-12:30.
We are in need of more clothing,
especially kids clothing of all sizes.
We will also be setting up an area
for Christmas gifts and are in need
of more gently used, clean toy
items. Also accepted are towels,
sheets & blankets.
Any questions you might have about
making donations or volunteering to
work, please contact Joni at 608369-0625. I will be happy to meet
you at the church to receive your
items.

It is back to school and back to
Sunday school! Faith’s classes will
resume on September 10th at 9:15.
Ages 3 and up.
We will have adventures with our
friends Asia, Kat, Edgar and Caleb.
Hear exciting Bible stories and learn
how to live as disciples of Jesus
through service – just like Jesus
taught!
See you there
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Our eyes on Calvary…

Our steps by Faith…

Those serving in the month of

SEPTEMBER 2017

Ushers/Cleaners

Ushers

Carole Reich & Nancy Kopach

3 Fred & Teresa Posthuma

Liturgists

10 Jill Hockerman & Jo Barus

3 Jim Jennette

17 John & Joni Wilson

10 Kaytlan Huff

24 Brooks & Molly Buchholz

17 Pat Straetz

Liturgists

24 Sharon Thurber

3 Terry Johnson

Please hold the following persons and
ministries in thought and prayer.

10 Jill Hockerman
17 Shannon Mitchell
24 Allen Ely

The family of Mary Lou Janisch, Wally King,
Eric Campbell, Taylor Bustos, Jeanine
Anagnostopoulos,
Gert
Davey,
Robert
Rosanske, Barb Ely, LeeAnn & David Casper,
Pastor Joe & Pat Adkins. Victims of natural
disasters, those who are unemployed, those
who are separated from loved ones, particularly
deployed military persons, people who need the
Lord’s presence.

Please contact Terry Johnson in the office
if you wish to be on the prayer list or if
you know someone who has a request.
608-296-2739

6th

Ed Thalacker

13th

Yvonne Lundquist

20th
Page 8
27th

Katie Showen
Joni Wilson
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CC – Coloma Calvary; WF – Westfield Faith; POP – Prince of Peace, Coloma
Anonymous;
Pastor Joan Frost Office Phone: 608-296-2739

NA – Narcotics

September 2017
Events in the Life of the Church
Fri

1 Pastor's day off

Sunday

3 CC Worship 9:00am
WF Worship 10:30am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Friday

8 Pastor's day off

Sunday 10 CC Worship 9:00am / Sunday School 10:00am
WF Worship 10:30am/ Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm
Thur

14 SPRC @ Coloma 6:30

Friday

15 Pastor's day off

Sunday 17 CC Worship 9:00am / Sunday School 10:00am
WF Worship 10:30am/ Sunday School 9:15am

Wed

20 Book Study CC @ 3:00
WF @ 5:00

Thur

21 WF Ad Council 6:30

Fri

22 Pastor's day off

Sunday 24 CC Worship 9:00am / Sunday School 10:00am
WF Worship 10:30am/ Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm
Tue

26 CC Trustees @ 6:30
CC Ad Council @ 7:00
WEB ADDRESS: www.westfieldfaithumc.com

Wed

TAKE A LOOK

20 Book Study CC @ 3:00
WF @ 5:00
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