The Grapevine
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit ”

John 15:5a
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Today, as I looked out of my kitchen window I saw a Monarch butterfly
flitting by. First I thought how lovely it looked – orange and black against a
background of green grass. Then I wondered where it was going, and why. As
far as I know, there are no milkweed plants close by to the parsonage. So
what was the Monarch going to eat? And when would it rest? Were there any
more like it? Why was it in my backyard on the last Sunday in September?
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I looked, but didn't see any more butterflies. Then I got out my book on
butterflies and moths and looked up the Monarch. Sure enough, they eat
milkweed. What I had forgotten was the expanse of territory they cover. In
fall flocks of Monarchs move southward to California and Mexico. Resting
migrants or winter residents may cover entire trees. In spring they return
northward to their breeding areas, some as far north as southern Canada. So
these fragile insects cover areas of three different countries with their beauty.
Then I looked up the Monarch butterfly on line, and, sure enough, I had
misremembered just what phase the Monarchs are in when they eat
milkweed. The caterpillars are the phase of the Monarchs who need the
milkweed to survive. After the eggs hatch, they become larvae striped yellow,
black, and white. Those larvae, or caterpillars eat the leaves of the milkweed
plant before spinning a green and gold chrysalis, from which the adult
butterfly emerges.
Another interesting fact about Monarch butterflies is that their major food
source also functions as a predator deterrent. The juice of the milkweed and
similar plants makes the Monarch taste bitter to the birds which would
normally eat them.
As the season of fall has begun, I think about Monarch butterflies and other
segments of God's great and beautiful creation. How cold the world would be
without the warmth of the Monarchs and other butterflies. How limited
nature's palate would be without the colors of the butterflies. How sparse a
view of life would be without the continual surprises that God provides.
Today, as I looked out of my kitchen window, I saw a Monarch butterfly
flitting by....
Pastor Joan’s phone numbers are: office 608-296Pastor Joan

2739; home 608-296- 7023.Pastor Joan is usually in
the office from 9:00am-noon Monday through
Thursday. She will make appointments at other
times.
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Bishop Jung Calls for Unity

Christ as disciples; we are for love and peace, for
justice, for diversity and equality. We are for
reconciliation and restoration, for harmony and unity.
Now is a crucial time for United Methodists to
communicate what we are for.
I do not expect that we will never agree on every
point of theological reflection or understanding of our
doctrine and polity. I do not ask anyone to accept a
way of thinking or behaving that they believe deep in

John 17 reads: “May they also be in us so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. I have
given them the glory that you gave me, that they
may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me
- so that they may be brought to complete unity.
Then the world will know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me.”

their heart is wrong. What I do ask – and I believe this
to be the will of God – is that we accept each other.
Does this mean that we will accept flawed human
beings? Yes. Does this mean that we will forgive
beyond measure or reason? Yes. Does this mean that
we will celebrate each brother and sister as a gift from
God? Yes. Will this be easy? No, not always. But our
faith is never about being easy. To be Christian is to

Like our Annual Conference theme indicates, we
are One with Christ. While there are those that
believe our Church should divide based on
differences in biblical interpretation, I pray for the
unity. Too often as United Methodists we define
ourselves by what we are against—we stand
against war and terrorism, against bullying, against
police brutality—yes, we are against those things,
but this kind of thinking sometimes causes us to
lose sight of what we are for. United Methodists
are for following Jesus Christ as disciples; we are

“seek to do good to one another and to all.”
We are more than debates and divisions; more than
rules and resolutions. As brothers and sisters in Christ
who are uniquely made by God, we are called to serve
as one body; to be one with Christ—we are stronger,
better, and healthier, when we combine our efforts,
gifts and talents, and act as one. My prayer is for
unity in the Church for the advancement of our
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world; and I invite all of you to
pray for unity, along with the Commission for a Way

for love and peace, for justice, for diversity and
Forward and the Council of Bishops.
equality.
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Mark This Date??

Our annual church meeting, the Charge Conference of the Westfield: Faith and Coloma:
Calvary United Methodist Churches, will be held either on November 29 or November
30 beginning at 6:00pm. We will gather in the Faith UMC fellowship hall with the South
Burr Oak United Methodist Church from our circuit #13 (which also includes the United
Methodist Churches from Montello, Briggsville and Moundsville, and the United Church
of Christ from Endeavor). This fall almost all of the churches in our North Central District
will be meeting as circuits for joint charge conferences.
Included in our time together will be:
• Devotions
• Celebration of Ministry
• Leadership Development
• Affirming the Required Annual Decisions
• An encouraging word, song, and adjournment.
Final details of this joint charge conference will be available in the Calvary and Faith
UMC bulletins and newsletter as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please
contact Pastor Joan.
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RECOGNIZING DON MEVIS: for his interest in giving blood. Recently
Don reached the 12-gallon mark in blood donations. Thank you Don
for your years of commitment to this important cause.
The Red Cross is in great need of your blood. Please donate if you
are able. They are especially in need of O+ and O- but will take all
types of blood and plasma.
Please give; your contribution will be greatly appreciated
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Remembering Eric Campbell
By Mary Jane Schmudlach

The congregation of Coloma Calvary welcomed new member Eric Leon Campbell, during
the pastorate of Pastor Min Chea.
Eric immediately became involved in getting to know folks, attended Bible Study, volunteered to
read scripture each month. He did all this, despite serious health issues, a couple including heart
surgeries and an aggressive form of Parkinson ’s disease, which caused problems with driving,
mobility, balance and later his speech. Members of the church picked up Eric when he needed a ride.
Eric, 64, passed away unexpectedly on Sept. 6 at Marshfield Hospital due to complications with
his ongoing health issues. A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 21 at the
Coloma Calvary United Methodist Church, officiated by a friend of Eric’s, Pastor Karl Korbel; and
Pastor Joan Frost of Coloma Calvary. Visitation will be from 10-11 a.m. until time of the service.
A small lunch will follow.
It was either after Bible Study or worship hours, when Eric was sitting in his truck with his little 9pound female Pomeranian which sat in his lap looking out the window. I recall saying, “When we
lose our (elderly) Rat Terrier, I would love a dog like Pockets.” She was nice and tiny, long haired
black and white and had the cutest eyes, pointed nose and ears.
Later, when Eric had to move, he let his dear Pockets go. I didn’t realize he and Hillary, his daughter,
had discussed that I should be the new owner! In mid-July we picked up Pockets at the Coloma Post
Office, where Eric and Hillary, met us to take home the little pooch. All I can say is we just love her. It
is so fun to hold her like an infant and look in to those inquisitive little black eyes as she twists her
head back and forth, just wondering what she is thinking. We sometimes call her Poppy, like “Poppy
Seed.” She is just the sweetest thing. She has one little problem yet, if she gets away from here, it’s a
game for her to run circles for at least an hour, for up to 1/4 miles away from home! She loves to
play and play hard. She is just over one years of age. When she finally decides she is done, she wants
to lay in her water bowl to cool off and then zonks out for a 3-hour nap!

Eric, thank you for gifting us with one of your children. God Bless You as you begin
Eternity with Your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen. Bill and Mary Jane Schmudlach
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A reminder that we are still donating to
the food pantry. You donations are
much appreciated. Donations can be
made anytime but in the past the first
Sunday of the month was the designated
time to donate. I usually deliver items to
the Marquette County Food Pantry after
the first Sunday of the month. Please
don't forget about those in need in our
county. Thanks for your donations in the
past. Judy
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Our eyes on Calvary…

Our steps by Faith…

Those serving in the month of

OCTOBER 2017

Ushers/Cleaners

Ushers

Carole Reich & Nancy Kopach

1 Luke & Katie Showen

Liturgists

8 Sam & Kayla Rugg

1 Joan Jennette

15 Don & Elaine Mevis

8 Pat Straetz

22 Brooks & Molly Buchholz

15 Jim or Joan Jennette

29 Paul & Leslie Schmidt

22 Anita Hoover

Liturgists

29 Amanda Huff

1 Katie Showen
8 Joni Wilson

Please hold the following persons and
ministries in thought and prayer.

15 Donna Schmidt
22 Karen Alexander
29 Terry Johnson

The Family of Eric Campbell, Wally King,
Taylor Bustos, Judy LeCount, Jeanine
Anagnostopoulos,
Gert
Davey,
Robert
Rosanske, Barb Ely, LeeAnn & David Casper,
Pastor Joe & Pat Adkins. Victims of natural
disasters, those who are unemployed, those
who are separated from loved ones, particularly
deployed military persons, people who need the
Lord’s presence.

Please contact Terry Johnson in the office
if you wish to be on the prayer list or if
you know someone who has a request.
608-296-2739
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CC – Coloma Calvary; WF – Westfield Faith; POP – Prince of Peace, Coloma
Anonymous; Pastor Joan Frost Office Phone: 608-296-2739

October 2017
Events in the Life of the Church
Sun

1 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Wed

4 Bible Study CC 3:00pm
Bible Study WF 5:00pm
Choir Practice 6:00pm

Thur

5 SPRC at WF 6:30

Fri

6 Pastor's day off

Sun

8 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Wed

11 Bible Study CC 3:00pm
Bible Study WF 5:00pm
Choir Practice 6:00pm
Combined Finance at WF 7:00

Fri

13 Pastor's day off

Sun

15 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Tue

17 CC Trustees 6:30
CC Ad Council 7:00

Wed

18 Bible Study CC 3:00pm
Bible Study WF 5:00pm
Choir Practice 6:00pm
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Thur

19 WF Ad Council 6:30

Fri

20 Pastor's day off
Newsletter Articles due

Sun

22 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Wed

25 Bible Study CC 3:00pm
Bible Study WF 5:00pm
Choir Practice 6:00pm

Fri

27 Pastor's day off
CC Nominations Committee 1:00pm

Sun

29 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm
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