The Grapevine
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit ”

John 15:5a
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“Christmas is coming; the geese are getting fat; Please put a penny in the old
man's hat. If you haven't got a penny, a ha'penny will do. If you haven't got a
ha'penny, then God bless you!”
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“Christmas Is Coming” is a traditional English nursery rhyme and Christmas
song which has been performed by a variety of musicians, from Bing Crosby
to John Denver and the Muppets. I remember singing this song as a round
when I went Christmas caroling with other teenagers from my church in
Marked Tree, Arkansas.
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Although this is not a particularly religious song, I think it captures the reality
of Christ's life on earth. It especially points to outreach to the
disenfranchised and downtrodden.
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Not only did Jesus spend much of his ministry with the poor and needy, he
was born to humble parents who were simply ordinary folks. Who knew that
the child born in a cattle stall and laid in a feeding trough was the Son of God
who would grow up to redeem the entire sinful world for all time?
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The beginning of the song points to the imminence of Jesus Christ. His birth
was a gift from God which is remembered not only yearly, but daily for the
many people who claim the name “Christian.” As we go through these weeks
of Advent, and prepare for Christ's birth, let's also remember that Jesus
Christ will come again at the end of times, triumphantly ushering in the
Reign of God!
I have been reading a book by Mike Slaughter, entitled Christmas Is Not Your
Birthday. I find it compelling as it encourages us to step past the presents,
food, and decorations of our Christmas celebrations to remember the real
reason for the season. That is God expressing love and compassion for all of
humanity through the birth of Jesus.
Slaughter continues by urging us to celebrate Jesus' birth by giving the same
amount as we spend on holiday food, decorations, and presents to those
who are among the impoverished and voiceless. He and the congregation of
the Ginghamsburg (United Methodist) Church in Ohio underwrite a
significant mission as they reach out to the people of Darfur, Africa.
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“'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.'” (Jeremiah 29:11)“ In the same way that Jesus once sent his
angels to make that announcement to Mary, Jesus comes to ordinary people today to use us for
God's purpose. We must only be willing to be used.” (Christmas Is Not Your Birthday: Experience
the Joy of Living and Giving Like Jesus)
Pastor Joan’s phone numbers are: office
608-2962739;
home
608-2967023.Pastor Joan is usually in the office
from 9:00am-noon Monday through
Thursday. She will make appointments at
other times.

“Christmas is coming....”
Pastor Joan

Advent Worship in Coloma
Members and friends of the Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, Calvary United Methodist
Church, and Faith United Methodist Church
are invited to participate in special Advent
worship times at Prince of Peace (409 N. Slater
St., Coloma). The worship services will begin at
7:00pm and be held on Wednesdays,
December 6, 13, and 20. The worship will be
informal and interactive, with time spent at
various worship stations in the Fellowship Hall.
These worship experiences are designed to
appeal to all ages.

Advent and Christmas Eve Worship Services
This year our worship services during the season
of Advent will focus on the journey of Mary and
Joseph from their ordinary lives to the
extraordinary birth of Jesus Christ. These Advent
experiences will be held at the usual times
(Sundays at 9:00am at Coloma: Calvary, and
10:30am at Westfield: Faith). On December 24, in
addition to the morning worship services there
will be a special Christmas Eve candlelight
worship time held at Faith UMC at 5:00pm and at
Calvary UMC at 6:30pm.
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Give Thanks
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.
1 Chronicles 16.34:

Thanksgiving – the annual November celebration – is not a part of my Korean culture, and I do not know the full
historic and political meaning. I do know that some of our Native American sisters and brothers have deep
feelings about its implications, but I believe there is grace in what it can mean – a day and time dedicated to
giving thanks to God for the multitude blessings in this life.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow penned the phrase “into each life some rain must fall,” and it would be foolish to
deny this is true, but we should never allow our focus to remain on the trials and troubles life can bring. Certainly,
there is pain and loss, tragedy and suffering, and times of darkness and despair, but these do not define life. For
the vast majority of the people on this planet, living day to day can be an uphill battle, but in my many travels, I
am always deeply impressed that so many who have so little contain much joy. Thanksgiving, gratitude, and
appreciation abound. Many who, by United States standards, are among the poorest of the poor find reason to
dance, laugh, and sing. How can this be?
I believe, quite simply, that we are created in the image of God, and that our God is a God of joy, celebration,
jubilation, fullness, and abundance. Perhaps not always in material things – I have never subscribed to a
“prosperity gospel” – but in the deepest, spiritual, most meaningful things. We are blessed when we have love of
family and friends, when we live in community, and when we care for others as they care for us. We are blessed
in body, mind, and spirit, which makes life an adventure, a mystery, and journey of discovery. We are
wonderfully made for laughter, for pleasure, for contentment, and for joy. It is part of our human nature to desire
good for others, to make sacrifices, to care and to give. Generosity is essential to our spirit, a fruit alongside
gentleness, kindness, love and joy. Our hearts soar at the sight of a sunset, a rainbow, a star-rich sky.
good, not We resonate at the deepest level with the noble, the beautiful, the right, and the good. Oh, my friends, we

have so very much to be grateful for! We are preparing hearts, minds, and spirit to embark on another Advent
journey. My prayer and desire for all this year is that we will make a conscious decision to enter Advent with a
joyful heart and a thankful spirit. Yes, this is a choice! Look to the the bad. Appreciate what you have, not what
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you lack. Look for Jesus in others, not the devil. Commit to that which makes life full and wonderful and lovely.
Decide against what tears down, limits, or denies. Instead, in all ways, at all times, “give thanks to the Lord, for
he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.”
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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Our eyes on Calvary…

Our steps by Faith…

Those serving in the month of

DECEMBER 2017

Ushers

Ushers/Cleaners

3 Sam & Kayla Rugg

Alexis & Peggy Parker

10 Don & Elaine Mavis

Liturgists

17 Brooks & Molly Buchholz

3 Anita Hoover
10 Sharon Thurber

24 Paul & Leslie Schmidt

17 Nancy Kopach

31 Fred & Teresa Posthuma

24 Alexis Parker

Liturgists
3 Joni Wilson

31

10 Donna Schmidt
Please hold the following persons and
ministries in thought and prayer.

17 Karen Alexander
24 Terry Johnson
31 Jill Hockerman

Pastor Joan Frost, Wally King, Taylor Bustos,
Jeanine Anagnostopoulos, Robert Rosanske,
Barb Ely, LeeAnn & David Casper, Kathy
McLaughlin Pastor Joe & Pat Adkins. Victims
of natural disasters, those who are unemployed,
those who are separated from loved ones,
particularly deployed military persons, people
who need the Lord’s presence.

Please contact Terry Johnson in the office
if you wish to be on the prayer list or if
you know someone who has a request.
608-296-2739
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CC – Coloma Calvary; WF – Westfield Faith; POP – Prince of Peace, Coloma
Anonymous; Pastor Joan Frost Office Phone: 608-296-2739

December 2017
Events in the Life of the Church
Fri

1 Pastor's day off

Sun

3 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
WF Hanging of the Greens
NA @ WF at 5:00pm

Wed

6 Clergy group 9:00am
WF Choir 6:00pm
Advent Worship Prince of Peace, Coloma 7:00pm

Fri

8 Pastor's day off

Sun

10 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Wed

13 Clergy group 9:00am
WF Choir 6:00pm
Advent Worship Prince of Peace, Coloma 7:00pm

Thur

14 WF Faith Ad Council 6:30pm

Fri

15 Pastor's day off

Sun

17 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
WF Christmas Pagent during service
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm

Tue

19 CC Trustees 6:30
CC Ad Council 7:00

Wed

20 Get the newsletters articles in by the 22nd
Clergy group 9:00am
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WF Choir 6:00pm
Advent Worship Prince of Peace, Coloma 7:00pm
Fri

24 Pastor's day off

Sun

24 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
Christmas Eve Candlelight worship:
WF 5:00pm
CC 6:30pm

Wed

29 Charge Conference 6:00pm
Choir Practice 6:00pm

Sun

31 CC Worship 9:00am /Sunday School 10:30am
WF Worship 10:30am/Sunday School 9:15am
NA @ WF at 5:00 pm
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